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& SOLINE

specialist architectural facadg¥engineers

Project: The Wullcomb, Vaughan Way, Leicester

Client: Winvic Construction/Sowden Group

Project cost: £90,000-£100,000

Architect: Franklin Ellis

Products: Aquarius AQ100 louvre screens/ Solex Halo 150CHve

Introduction: The Vaughan Way site, located in Leicester city centre within a strategic
regeneration area and opposite High Cross shopping centre, had been derelict:for.
several years when main contractor Winvic, real estate asset manager Long Harbour
and local developer Sowden Group, amalgamated to transform the land and deliver
an attractive, vibrant and superior mixed-use commercial and residential development,
located on Highcross Street/Vaughan Way, Leicester. Franklin Ellis Architects were
commissioned to design the architectural plans for the scheme.

The development encompasses a number of commercial units and landlord areas to
the ground floor, mezzanine plant and car parking areas for 125 cars in addition to 297
privately owned apartments on the upper floors. The building incorporates a 12-storey
block to the Vaughan Way street front, stepping down to seven and five storeys on the
rear elevations to Highcross and All Saints Church.

Task: Solinear’s involvement in the £43 million development was going to be
extensive; Design, manufacture, supply and install sections of bespoke Aquarius
X-line 100 external louvre system contiguous with the car park and located adjacent
to the internal courtyard to the rear of the development as well as a large expanse of
bespoke Solex Halo 150CH vertical fin system to the fascia of a 12 storey block.

Action: With drawings complete, quotes agreed and plans in place, Solinear
designed, manufactured, supplied and installed 12 Solex Halo 150CH vertical fins
to the fagade of the 12-storey block. The fins are 178mm wide, 90mm deep and

an impressive 31.8m tall constructed from corrosion resistant, mill finish extruded
aluminium alloy to BS1474-6063-T6 grade material supplied with a polyester powder
coated finish to RAL 7022 (Umbra grey) in 30% gloss.

Solinear designed, manufactured, supplied and installed Aquarius X-line 100
external louvre systems, supplied with a polyester powder coated finish to RAL
7016 (Anthracite grey), to multiple areas of the car park shell adjacent to the internal
courtyard. The louvres reduce noise and act as a screen to protect against the
elements whilst allowing air to flow freely through the car park.

Result: In late 2019 Sowden Group was delighted to announce that it had handed
over the large, mainly residential scheme to Long Harbour. The development would
later become known as The Wullcombe.

The Large Residential Project of the Year Award went to The Wullcombe at the fbe East
Midlands Awards 2019. The judges were “...impressed by the sense of community this
high quality, contemporary landmark building brings to its residents’ experience with

a residents’ reception, lounge, dining facilities, cinema lounge and landscaped roof
top terrace overlooking the city. This ethos has also impacted on the nearby All Saint’s
Church with The Long Harbour Charity committee organising a clean-up operation in
the church garden with an aim to provide the best environment for the new residents,
whilst engaging with and contributing positively to the local community.”

The Wullcomb was nominated and shortlisted for The 2019 Leicestershire ProCon
Property & Construction awards’ Large Residential Scheme of the Year. The awards
recognise the best construction projects in Leicester, Leicestershire, and Rutland.

The Solinear team is enormously proud of this project and would suggest that if you're
in the area, then it really is worth taking a look at our impressive bespoke louvre
system adorning the frontage of The Wullcomb; The result of Solinear’s unparalleled
dedicated work and meticulous attention to detail.
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