
Introduction
Vitec Videocom, based at the William Vinten factory, sat on a prominent site on 
Western Way, Bury St Edmunds, close to the main West Suffolk College campus. Built 
in 1964, the site was occupied by W Vinten Ltd (later Vitec Videocom), a company 
manufacturing specialist camera supports for the TV and film industry. 
After Vitec Videocom moved to a new site, West Suffolk College and Coulson Building 
Group converted the original William Vinten Building into a new and improved £7m, 
engineering, science, maths and information & communications technology (ICT) 
centre for students. In addition to its educational use, a portion of the building houses a 
business and enterprise training facility for the provision of training courses to the local 
business community. The three-storey block forms Business and Enterprise Training 
Areas.
Task
New cladding superseded the tired, dated façade giving the building a contemporary 
look and matching additional west Suffolk college buildings around the campus. 
Working with Coulson & Son Ltd, Solinear was tasked with designing, manufacturing, 
supplying and installing a bespoke brise soleil system adjacent to the new glazing and 
replacement cladding of the building that remained faithful to the contemporary new 
look of the centre whilst serving a practical purpose.
Action
Solinear designed, manufactured, supplied and installed a significant Solex Halo 300 
horizontal fin solar shading system to the south, east and west elevations of the Vinten 
building. The system was manufactured from corrosion resistant, mill finish extruded 
aluminium alloy to BS1474-6063-T6 grade material and supplied with a polyester 
powder coated finish to RAL 9022 (Pearl light grey) with 30% gloss.
Result
West Suffolk College’s principal, Dr Nikos Savvas commented: “West Suffolk College 
was first established in 1958 to support vital industries such as engineering and 
technology in East Anglia, supplying them with the highly skilled professionals to grow 
their businesses. Engineering remains one of the most important industries in the East 
and we are very proud that we will be able to continue this site’s legacy of developing 
people who will create world-leading technology and innovation.” Dr Savvas continued: 
“This centre will provide first-class education and training for the young people of this 
region and will develop the next generation of highly-skilled professionals, vital for the 
future success and creation of more globally recognized engineering brands, such as 
Vinten.”
Mark Pendlington, chairman of New Anglia LEP said: “What better place to inspire 
young minds and create an engineering workforce of the future, than this iconic building 
with a rich heritage in developing the latest innovations in broadcast technology. 
Vinten is one of the East’s leading manufacturers, a brand known the world-over – this 
excellence will now continue with a new generation of talented students gaining the 
experience they need to forge great careers and opportunities for themselves and the 
skills that our engineering and manufacturing companies so urgently need.”
Completed on time and to budget Solinear’s work on the Vinten Building/ West Suffolk 
College project was very rewarding and we were delighted to contribute in making this 
building a shining example of a 21st century facility for learning. The students will be 
proud of their spectacular new building and, more importantly, they will be comfortable 
in their new surroundings thanks to Solinear’s eye-catching and protective brise soleil 
system.

Project: William Vinten Refurbishment, Bury St Edmunds
Client: Coulson & Son Ltd for West Suffolk College
Project cost: £27,000-£30,000
Architect: Pick Everard
Products: Solex Halo 300 brise soleil
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